“The First Day”- Short Story by Edward P. Jones-

10R

1. After we have already read and discussed the short story on the first day of class, we will begin going over these discussion points.

Discussion-

1. Page 1- The little girl describes in detail the clothing she wears on the first day of school and the way that her mother did her hair.  She gives us great detail into the color of the outfit, where her clothes and undergarments came from, how her hair is styled, how her hair makes her head feel, how she physically feels, and her school supplies and where they came from.


**This is called imagery**  The author is giving us a lot of detail and description so that we can almost close our eyes and imagine what everything looks like and feels like.

2. Page 2- Literal versus figurative language-


a. The little girl tells the readers that the women registering everyone for school are out of Ebony magazine ads… Is this literal?  Are the woman literally magazine models?  Why does the author use this description?


b. This is figurative language- the woman are not actually models; they are regular women.  However, the author describes them as models to show the difference between the women and the little girl’s mother.  She is trying to convey a certain image of the women to the readers.

3. Page 5- Where do we see examples of the mother’s determination?


a. When the narrator explains to us that her mother has always wanted her to go to this school for years and years…even before she was born it has been in her mother’s head that she would attend this school.


b. In the paragraph where the mother tells her daughter, “One monkey don’t stop no show.”  We get the sense that the mother is dead set on what she wants and isn’t going to let anyone stand in her way. 

4. Page 5- Last paragraph- Literal versus figurative language again-


A. The little girl explains that the woman’s hair was set in a mass of curlers that were made of dollar bills… why does she describe the woman in this way?


B.  Again, this is figurative language used to show the difference between the little girl’s mother and the other women.

5. Page 6- The little girl tells us that she knows all of her mother’s looks, but this one is new to her… what does this “new” look mean?


A. It is her mother swallowing her pride and telling everyone that she can’t read or write.


B. This tells us just how determined the mother is to have her daughter go to this school.  It shows us how important it is to the mother that her daughter be at Seaton Elementary school…she is willing to do anything, even swallow her pride and embarrass herself and tell perfect strangers that she cannot read or write. 
