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Tea with Grandma 
A.P Raj 

 

 
 
Ravi loved to talk to his Grandma, who lived in India. Grandma had grown up in a 

small village called Tambaram, and had lived there her whole life. Sometimes Ravi 

got to visit her with his mom and dad and his sisters. Grandma would make him 

tea and tell him stories about when she was growing up. 

 

Ravi grew up in Texas, so Grandma’s stories were very interesting to him. She lived 

in a different world. Grandma went to the temple. Ravi went to the church. Ravi 

was frightened by insects, but Grandma was not even scared of snakes. When he 

went on walks with her, Ravi was not afraid either. 

 

When Ravi was  younger, Grandma would often  come  to  visit him  in  Texas. But 

now  it was harder for her to travel, so she stayed at home. He missed her visits. 

Sometimes she would call on the phone. Grandma always called late at night. Dad 
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explained to Ravi that when it was nighttime in Texas, it was daytime in India. Ravi 

loved hearing her voice on the phone. He would always ask Grandma if she would 

make him a cup of tea. She would always  laugh and say, “Ravi, sweetheart,  I can 

send you my voice, but not my tea.” 

 

One night, Ravi’s grandmother didn’t  call. His mom and dad  called him  into  the 

living room. They were sitting in front of a laptop, and asked him to come sit with 

them and  look at the screen. Grandma was there, and she was drinking a cup of 

tea. She smiled at Ravi. 

 

“Hello, dear!” she said to him.  

 

Ravi’s  dad  got  up  and  went  into  the  kitchen.  Grandma  asked  Ravi  a  lot  of 

questions,  like she always did. She asked how he was doing  in school. She asked 

how his  friends were. She asked what he  liked  to do  for  fun. Ravi answered her 

questions and asked  some of his own. He asked  if Grandma  still  liked  to go  for 

walks to the temple. She said she did. Then he smiled and asked, “Grandma, can I 

have a sip of your tea?” 

 

Ravi  felt a  tap on his shoulder, and his dad  set down a steaming cup  in  front of 

him.  
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“We know how much you  love to have tea with Grandma,” his dad said. “Just be 

careful not to spill it.” His dad smiled. 

 

Ravi laughed and drank his tea with Grandma. His mom took a picture of him and 

the computer. The picture made Ravi happy, and he put  it on his wall. Later, his 

mom showed him how  to email  the picture  to Grandma and  to his  friends. Ravi 

was glad he could send pictures and words and voices. But he still hoped Grandma 

could send him some tea one day. 



                                                                Questions: Tea with Grandma 

 
Name:      _________ Date: ___________________ 
 
1. Where did Ravi’s Grandma live? 
 

A in Texas 
B in India 
C in China 

 
 
2. What problem do Ravi and his Grandma face? 
 

A Ravi and his Grandma are not able to speak to each other. 
B Ravi and his Grandma live far away from each other. 
C Ravi and his Grandma are not able to visit one another.  

 
 

3. Ravi was able to visit his Grandma in India. Grandma often visited Ravi 
in Texas. Sometimes Grandma would call Ravi on the phone. 
 
What does this evidence show?  
  

A Ravi was able to keep in touch with his Grandma who lives far away 
in India.  

B Ravi lost touch with his Grandma because she lived far away in 
India. 

C Ravi and his Grandma did not make an effort to stay in touch with 
one another.  
 

4. How does Ravi most likely feel about the time he has spent with his 
Grandma? 
 

A Ravi most likely feels that the time he has spent with his Grandma 
is difficult.  

B Ravi most likely feels that the time he has spent with his Grandma 
is a waste of time. 

C Ravi most likely feels that the time he has spent with his Grandma 
is special.   
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                                                                Questions: Tea with Grandma 

 
 
 
5. What is this story mostly about?  
 

A the difference between Texas and India 
B why tea is important to Ravi 
C how Ravi and his Grandma keep in touch  

 
 
 

6. Read the following sentences: “Ravi grew up in Texas, so Grandma’s 
stories were very interesting to him. She lived in a different world. 
Grandma went to the temple. Ravi went to the church. Ravi was frightened 
by insects, but Grandma was not even scared of snakes.” 
 
What does the author mean when he writes Grandma lived in “a different 
world”? 
 
 

A The place where Grandma lived in India was not like any other place 
on Earth.  

B The place where Grandma lived in India was very different from 
where Ravi lived in Texas.  

C Grandma lived in a country that was a lot like Texas. 
 
 
7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 
 
Ravi’s Grandma lived in India __________ Ravi was still able to 
communicate with her. 
 

A so 
B because 
C but 
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                                                                Questions: Tea with Grandma 

8. What drink did Ravi’s Grandma make for Ravi when he visited her in 
India?  
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
9. How was Ravi able to have tea with Grandma when he was in Texas and 
she was in India? 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
10. Explain whether Ravi and his Grandma were able to keep a close 
personal relationship even though his Grandma lived far away. Use 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
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                                                                                                  Teacher Guide & Answers: Tea with Grandma 

 
Teacher Guide & Answers 

 
Passage Reading Level: Lexile 600 
 
 
1. Where did Ravi’s Grandma live? 
 

A in Texas 
B in India 
C in China 

 
 

 
 
2. What problem do Ravi and his Grandma face? 
 

A Ravi and his Grandma are not able to speak to each other. 
B Ravi and his Grandma live far away from each other. 
C Ravi and his Grandma are not able to visit one another.  

 
 
 
 
 

3. Ravi was able to visit his Grandma in India. Grandma often visited Ravi in Texas. Sometimes Grandma 
would call Ravi on the phone. 
 
What does this evidence show?  
  

A Ravi was able to keep in touch with his Grandma who lives far away in India.  
B Ravi lost touch with his Grandma because she lived far away in India. 
C Ravi and his Grandma did not make an effort to stay in touch with one another.  

 
 
 
 
 

4. How does Ravi most likely feel about the time he has spent with his Grandma? 
 

A Ravi most likely feels that the time he has spent with his Grandma is difficult.  
B Ravi most likely feels that the time he has spent with his Grandma is a waste of time. 
C Ravi most likely feels that the time he has spent with his Grandma is special.   

 
 
 
 
 
5. What is this story mostly about?  
 

A the difference between Texas and India 
B why tea is important to Ravi 
C how Ravi and his Grandma keep in touch  
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6. Read the following sentences: “Ravi grew up in Texas, so Grandma’s stories were very interesting to 
him. She lived in a different world. Grandma went to the temple. Ravi went to the church. Ravi was 
frightened by insects, but Grandma was not even scared of snakes.” 
 
What does the author mean when he writes Grandma lived in “a different world”? 
 
 

A The place where Grandma lived in India was not like any other place on Earth.  
B The place where Grandma lived in India was very different from where Ravi lived in 

Texas.  
C Grandma lived in a country that was a lot like Texas. 

 
 
7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 
 
Ravi’s Grandma lived in India __________ Ravi was still able to communicate with her. 
 

A so 
B because 
C but 

 
 
 
 
8. What drink did Ravi’s Grandma make for Ravi when he visited her in India? 
  
Suggested answer: tea 
 
 
 
 
9. How was Ravi able to have tea with Grandma when he was in Texas and she was in India? 
 
Suggested answer: Students should indicate that Ravi drank tea in front of his computer in Texas while 
his Grandma drank tea in front of her computer in India, as they talked with one another.  
 
 
 
 
10. Explain whether Ravi and his Grandma were able to keep a close personal relationship even though 
his Grandma lived far away. Use evidence from the text to support your answer.  
 
Suggested answer: Ravi and his Grandma were able to keep a close personal relationship. Students 
should explain that they both visited each other, Grandma would call Ravi, and they chatted with one 
another in front of their laptops.    
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