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“From Tentacles to Claws”

Mrs. Hastings




Room: 2142 and 1508 (for tank use)



Phone: (845) 486-4860




Email: Khastings@acsdny.org
*** Welcome!!! I am so happy that you have chosen to take Marine Biology: From Tentacles to Claws! This course promises to be fun, interesting and informative. We will cover many topics in this course including: exploring the various Marine environments, including coral reefs, mangroves, the everglades, rocky coasts and the Hudson River. We will travel to the river to experience an estuary up close and to participate in hands-on investigations. Our studies in this course will focus on organisms ranging from microscopic plankton to sponges, corals, sea jellies, marine worms, mollusks, crabs, shrimp, lobster, and sea stars. In addition to studying the marine organisms, we will also discuss marine exploration and the chemical and physical environment that affects the organisms. Throughout the semester students will conduct lab activities, such as squid and lobster dissections and chemical testing, and if busing is available, we will go to perform research at the Hudson River.
***Text Book- Marine Science by Thomas F. Green.  This book will be left in school. We will cover chapters 1-11. This book is an easy read and has lots of good information. It will help us define words that we will be seeing each unit.
*** Field Trips- If we are permitted, this year we are going on a few different field trips.

1. A Day in the Life of the Hudson River- This trip is for a group of select students that must EARN their spot. This is a once in a life time experience.

2. Period long trips to our amazing tanks in 1505 to conduct labs
3. Hudson River trip to Norrie Point- 10/19* plan ahead!!!!
***Grading- My grading Policy is quite simple. I use a total point earned over a total points possible system. Every assignment is given a total points available value. For example, a typical homework assignment may be work 35 points. If you earned 28 out of the 35 points, your grade would be calculated:





28/35  X 100= 80%

I will try to supply you with grade sheets every 3-4 weeks so you can keep track of grades and missing assignments. Grades are posted in classroom on a weekly basis.
* Homeworks will be assigned on a weekly basis. These are not traditional assignments. They are current events about the current unit we are discussion. It will require the internet. We will also do many other inclass/lab activities that you will hand in.

* Each Quarter is work 40% of your overall grade and your final project is 20%.

***Project/Presentations- Instead of taking a final exam for the course, you will be responsible for conducting a project throughout the semester and presenting it to their class. There are three options:

1. Hands- On Research project- Using the scientific method, students will come up with a problem and design an experiment to solve it. This may or may not use the tank animals.
2. Second Hand Data research- Using scientific facts and figures to make a discovery.

3. Phantom of the AQUA-  Participate in a Marine Biology Carnival for all ages

All choices will have to be presented in a powerpoint or trifold to the class as a form of assessment. This project will count as a final exam and will be 1/5 of your final grade.

*** Attendance- Being in class and on time is imperative. No other factor has a large an impact on your grade as poor attendance. Please make up work in the amount of time that was missed. 2 days out= 2 days to make up work.

*** Supplies-  A small binder with 3 pocket folder would work best.  You will have to keep track of handouts and your ongoing projects. The better organized you are, the better you will do in class. Colored Pencils are also helpful.
*** After School- My contact information is listed on the front page. I will be after school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays starting at 2:30 in room 2142. I can also be available at any other time if scheduled by appointment.
*** Classroom Rules- (Sayings to learn by)

You will be signing a contract agreement based on the rules of the classroom. I will hold you responsible for upholding to these rules.

1. Be respectful to the teacher, others and the classroom material.

2. Be on time.

3. Raise hand to speak. PLEASE don’t call out.

4. Come prepared….. to learn.

5. Don’t be shy.

6. Ask questions….. Especially if you don’t understand.

7. No Electronic Devices. ( This is a water based course)
Thank you for going over this syllabus with me. I hope that you are looking forward to the school year and are ready to learn all about the world our oceans have to offer!

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Hastings
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