NAME ___________________________________________				PERIOD
VIDEO GUIDE									EPISODE 1

THE MEN WHO BUILT AMERICA:  CORNELIUS VANDERBILT

1.  What was Cornelius Vanderbilt’s nickname?  ________________________________________

2. Why did Vanderbilt sell all of his ships during the war?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What was his net worth equivalent to in today’s money?  _________________________________

4. What family member did Vanderbilt lose during the Civil War?  ______________________________________________________________________________


5. How did Vanderbilt’s competitors begin to see him?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How were other railroads affected when Vanderbilt closed the Albany Bridge?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


7. How did Vanderbilt’s move affect the price of stock in the railroad?  ______________________________________________________________________________

8. What action did Vanderbilt order his son to take next?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


9. According to the video, “Vanderbilt was the undisputed King of ______________________________________”

10. Grand Central is the biggest building and train station in what city?  _________________________


11. What percentage of America’s railroads does Cornelius Vanderbilt own?  ____________________

12. What was America’s fastest growing city?  ___________________________________________


13. How much watered-down stock did Vanderbilt buy from Jim Fisk and Jay Gould (in today’s money)?  _____________________________________

14. Instead of building new railroad lines, Vanderbilt decides to invest in new ________________________________________________________________________


15. Vanderbilt sees a high demand for what product? _________________________________

16. Why did Vanderbilt want to expand around Cleveland, Ohio?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


17. Why does John D. Rockefeller accept the meeting with Vanderbilt?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

18. What event led Rockefeller to believe he was a “man of destiny”?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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19. What man do you believe will come out victorious from the meeting?  ________________________________________________________________

