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Mrs. Filor

Shield Essay Assignment or Perfecting Organization

To practice the form of an essay, you are being assigned a four paragraph essay based on your shield.  Use your motto as your thesis, and in your body paragraphs discuss two areas in your life to which you apply your motto.  If your motto does not quite work for this assignment, you may change it.
Remember the parts of an essay.  Your introduction should include a hook, thesis, and blueprint.  Your body paragraphs should have a topic sentence, supporting evidence, and a clincher.  And your conclusion should sum up what you’ve said in your paper and end with a final clincher.

Below, identify the parts of my Shield Essay by underlining and labeling.

There is no point in being a boring person.  The less one does, the more boring one is, and the less fulfilling one’s life is.  That is why my motto, the saying that guides everything I do, is, “Have many experiences.”  To avoid being boring and bored, I try to have as many different kinds of experiences as I can, so I keep this motto in mind when I travel and read.

For the most part, I try to live my motto through travel, which allows me to have many experiences accessing new countries and ways of life.  But even when I travel, I try to experience as many different things as possible.  For instance, several years ago, I went to Bali.  It would have been easy for me to stay at a resort and eat at McDonalds every day; however, I wanted to experience more than that and see what life was like for the people in Bali.  So, I took a taxi into the capitol, where I ran into a native of Bali who took me on a tour of the art museum.  He told me many facts about Balinese life and when we were finished he took me on a tour of the city.  We crammed into a bemo, a tiny van used for public transportation, and went to an open air market.  I ate local foods and got a taste of what life for the locals was like.  Had I not had this experience, I would not have seen a different side of life or have had such an interesting vacation.

Unfortunately, I do not always have the money to travel to exotic places; therefore, when I cannot physically travel, I try to have many experiences through reading.  Many summers ago, I experienced life through many different characters’ adventures.  I could begin to understand what life was like for Richard Wright, a young black man living in the South during the time of Jim Crow laws, after reading the book, Black Boy.  From the book, Girl With a Pearl Earring, I got a sense of what life might be like for a young woman living in Amsterdam in the 1600’s.  Through Always Running, I was able to imagine the difficulties a Chicano youth would face in LA in the 1980’s.  These books showed me what life is like for people whose lives are radically different from my own and exposed me to experiences I can never have.

Adventures I have through traveling and reading allow me to lead a much more well-rounded life.  Being interested in things, whether they are in the world or in books, in turn, ensures I will not become depressed.  Ultimately, I feel it is important for me to be a fulfilled person, since as a teacher, I try to give my students my sense of what it means to be an effective human being.  If I am not a happy person, I cannot communicate to my students what it means to lead a good life.
Follow the stages of writing.

1. Pre-Writing—Determine your thesis and examples ahead of time.

2. Write a Rough Draft—Skip lines so your editor can correct and comment.

3. Edit—Proof-read your essay yourself using the provided editing sheet or have a peer, parent, or teacher read over your work.

4. Write a Final Draft—Write in pen and this time do not skip lines.
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Shield Essay Outline

Direction: Use the following template to plan your Shield Essay.  This can be a topic outline, meaning you use words and phrases on the template to guide you when you write your rough draft.

I. Introduction

A. Hook_______________________________________________________

B. Thesis______________________________________________________

C. Blueprint____________________________________________________

II. Body Paragraph I

A. Topic Sentence_______________________________________________

B. Supporting Evidence___________________________________________

C. Clincher_____________________________________________________

III.  Body Paragraph II

A. Topic Sentence_______________________________________________

B. Supporting Evidence___________________________________________

C. Clincher_____________________________________________________

IV. Conclusion

A.  Summative__________________________________________________

B. Final Clincher________________________________________________

